
 

 
 
 

X-FAB Announces First Winners of “First-Time-Right”  
and “X-Cite” Awards  

 
iC-Haus GmbH and New Japan Radio tie for First-Time-Right design 

award; MinDCet NV wins X-Cite award for stretching performance 
limits in X-FAB foundry processes 

 
 

ERFURT, Germany, July 26, 2016 – X-FAB Silicon Foundries today announced the first 
winners of its annual First-Time-Right Award and semi-annual X-Cite Award. iC-Haus GmbH 
and New Japan Radio each won the First-Time-Right award for mastering significant 
implementation challenges in developing analog and mixed-signal ICs that fulfill the target 
specification at first design iteration. Fabless semiconductor company MinDCet NV won the  
X-Cite Award for stretching the performance envelope in X-FAB’s varied semiconductor 
processes.   
 
iC-Haus GmbH is a leading independent German manufacturer of standard ICs (ASSP) and 
customized ASIC semiconductor solutions, headquartered in Bodenheim, Germany. New Japan 
Radio is an analog semiconductor IC design and manufacturing company headquartered in 
Tokyo, Japan. 
 
X-FAB CEO Rudi De Winter presented the First-Time-Right Award to the CEOs of iC-Haus and 
New Japan Radio saying, “The devices New Japan Radio and iC-Haus developed have different 
characteristics, so the design engineers had very different challenges to master. I congratulate 
both companies on their achievements and wish them commercial success with their new 
products.” 
 
X-FAB developed its X-Cite award to recognize fabless semiconductor companies and research 
establishments experienced in IC development for their innovation in extending the performance 
of X-FAB’s various semiconductor processes. MinDCet, the first winner of the X-Cite Award, 
designs and produces custom power management ASICs for high-voltage, high-temperature 
and high-frequency applications. The company is headquartered in Leuven, Belgium. 
 
Dr. Ulrich Bretthauer, Business Line Manager Industrial & Medical at X-FAB, presented the  
X-Cite Award to MinDCet CEO Mike Wens, saying: “We know MinDCet for driving our 
technologies to the edge, but with this proposal you aim for even more ambitious targets, 
beyond what we envisioned when developing our SOI technology.”  
 
X-Cite is an ongoing program. Semiconductor companies and research institutions can enter the 
X-Cite Award competition at any time by submitting their project proposals here.  
 
About X-FAB 
X-FAB is the leading analog/mixed-signal and MEMS foundry group manufacturing silicon 
wafers for automotive, industrial, consumer, medical and other applications. Its customers 
worldwide benefit from the highest quality standards, manufacturing excellence and innovative 
solutions by using X-FAB’s modular CMOS processes in geometries ranging from 1.0 to 0.13 

https://www.ichaus.de/
http://www.njr.com/
http://www.njr.com/
http://www.mindcet.com/
http://www.more-than-moore.com/technology/more-than-moore/x-cite-award-program/


 

µm, and its special BCD, SOI and MEMS long-lifetime processes. X-FAB’s analog-digital 
integrated circuits (mixed-signal ICs), sensors and micro-electro-mechanical systems (MEMS) 
are manufactured at five production facilities in Germany, Malaysia and the U.S. X-FAB employs 
more than 2,500 people worldwide. For more information, please visit www.xfab.com.  
 

### 
 
Acronyms 
ASSP  Application Specific Standard Product 
ASIC  Application-Specific Integrated Circuit 
BCD  Bipolar-CMOS-DMOS 
CMOS  Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor 
IC  Integrated Circuit  
MEMS  Microelectromechanical Systems 
RF  Radio Frequency 
SOI  Silicon on Insulator 
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Presentation of First-Time-Right Award to iC-Haus team by Rudi De Winter  
From left to right: Hartmut Scherner (iC-Haus), Dr. Heiner Flocke (CEO, iC-Haus), Heike Dreher  
(X-FAB), Markus Beer (iC-Haus), Rudi De Winter (CEO, X-FAB) 
 

http://www.xfab.com/


 

 
Ryo Ogura, Representative Director & President of New Japan Radio Co., Ltd. receives First-Time-Right 
Award from Rudi De Winter, CEO, X-FAB  
 
 

 
Mike Wens, CEO, MinDCet NV receives X-Cite Award from Dr. Ulrich Bretthauer, Business Line Manager 
Industrial & Medical at X-FAB 


